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Abstract: 
This talk is about some standard & widely used models of natural language -- the 
'pregroups' of J. Lambek. It is not an in-depth study of the theory or applications of 
these models. Rather, our interest is in why linguists choose to use them: the 
implicit assumptions made, where they come from, and whether they are justified. 
By analysing these assumptions and their consequences in depth, we note a 
concrete claim about the structure of natural language grammars that has 
previously been implicit. We compare and contrast natural language grammars 
(where this claim appear to be correct) with artificial examples in the same formal 
system (where it does not necessarily hold). This leads to a conjecture about the 
forms of grammar that natural languages may or may not have. We consider the 
status of this conjecture -- whether it is verifiable / disprovable, its consequences, 
and potential applications


